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the heavy outpouring of love for Lord Sri Krishna 
from hearing his childhood stories as well as sto-
ries of Raas-Leela.  This occasion was unique in 
that devotees got intimate connection with Lord 
Shri Krishna, Shrimad Bhagvat, Pujya Bhaishree, 
Gurusharanananda Swami, and Pujya Muniji. This 
occasion was also unique as this event fell within 
the dates of Guru Poornima and Pujya Bhaish-
ree’s upcoming 60th birthday on August 31st.  
Devotees celebrated both of these events in spirit 
and in person.  This cruise katha was seven days 
of continuous celebration of Lord Krishna, his cre-
ation, his saints, and his devotees. 

“Nearly a year of hard work, planning, and reach-
ing out to the Indian community and Americans 
around the world, paid off,” said Arvin Shah, found-
er and CEO of Jaya Travel which organized the 
cruise. “Hearts overflowed with joy, tears welled 
up in our eyes as the participants of the cruise 
personally experienced the presence of Lord Sri 
Krishna. It was indeed heartening to see the near-
ly 800 participants from around the world have a 
unique experience of the divine and at the same 
having a memorable cruise with the inspiring 
presence of Pujya Bhaishree Rameshbhai Oza, 
Karshni Gurusharanananda Swami, and Pujya 
Swami Chidanand Saraswati.” For more details on 
the Shrimad Bhagvat Katha  on Royal Caribbean 
cruise 2017  please call 1-877-FLYJAYA (1-877-
359-5292) or visit www.jayatravel.com

Detroit, Mi – July 24th, 2017 — In the midst 
of one’s busy life, there is a longing in everyone 
to be united with the Divine, to listen to the spiri-
tual discourses, and read the Scriptures. With the 
challenges of meeting one’s daily needs of work, 
family, and social life, it’s hard to find time for spir-
ituality, prayer, and divine experience.

To help fulfil these noble desires, as well as to 
provide an opportunity for participants to experi-
ence the divine in a fun and memorable way, a 
seven-day cruise with spiritual teachings of Shri-
mad Bhagvat by Shri Rameshbhai Oza, popularly 
known as Pujya Bhaishree, was organized aboard 
a Royal Caribbean cruise ship departing from Se-
attle starting July 14th courtesy of Jaya Travel & 
Tours. 

Attended by 800 devotees, this Bhagvat katha 
was inspired by members of the Board of Trustees 
of the Sanskruti Foundation USA. The volunteer 
force comprised of devotees from Detroit, Seattle, 
and  many other cities across the United States, 
UK, Australia, New Zealand, Fiji, Madagascar, 
and India as well.

The presence of divine Saints – Karshni Guru-
sharanananda Swami of the Udasin Ashram in 
Raman, Reti Gokul and Pujya Swami Chidanand 
Saraswati, and the spiritual head of the Parmarth 
Niketan Ashram in Rishikesh. This made for a spe-
cial experience on this unique cruise. The collec-
tive presence of three holy sages created a su-
premely religious environment and devotees felt 
that they were in the presence of the divine trinity 
of Lord Brahma, Lord Vishnu, and Lord Shiva.

Specially prepared Jain vegetarian meals were 
available to devotees round-the-clock. The abun-
dant comforts, good food, lack of any physical 
wants, and the relative isolation provided a per-
fect environment for devotees to develop focused 
attention and love for the most beloved scripture 
and their Lord. Pujya Bhaishree acknowledged the 
inspirations that he received with the presence of 
these holy sages.

Daily satsang inspired from the readings of Shri-
mad Bhagvat took the devotees into a different 
plane of existence. Devotees transcended cur-
rent reality and were transported back in time 
and place to Vrajbhumi where they participated in 
the divine birth of Lord Shri Krishna, watched his 
many childhood Leelas unfold before their eyes, 
enacted the Govardhan Leela, and participated 
in the wedding of the Lord with Shri Rukminidevi. 
Devotees stood and danced in the unobstructed 
joy as Pujya Bhaishree would intersperse the dis-
course with melodious bhajans. The guru and dev-
otees became one with each other, and together, 
one with their beloved Lord Sri Krishna.

Devotees and sages also attended some cultur-
al programs which included musical and come-
dy sessions from the famous standup comedian 
Sri SaiRam from Gujarat, which had everybody  
laughing.  On another occasion, devotees played 
Raas-Garba and they were joined by Pujya 
Bhaishree.  Everyone took time for some shore ex-
cursions whenever the ship was docked on land.  
Pujya Bhaishree and Pujya Muniji took a helicop-
ter ride over a glacier and walks in parks that were 
filled with abundant natural beauty.

Having this Srimad Bhagvat katha aboard a 
cruise ship was a unique event as the ocean is 
the residence of the Lord Ananta as he rests on  
Sheshnaga.  In that sense, the participants felt as 

though they were in the house of the divine.  Ac-
cording to Vedic scriptures, the ocean is also the 
father of Sri Lakshmimata, and since all humans 
are children of the Lord Vishnu and mother Laksh-
mi, Pujya Bhaishree compared the luxuries of the 
cruise ship with the pampering care of the mater-
nal grandfather of humanity.  Although holy vibra-
tions are normally felt in pilgrimage places, Pujya 
Bhaishree specifically referenced the positive vi-
brations emanating from the Vyaspeeth located in 
the ship as it floated on the ocean.

The holy book of Shrimad Bhagvat is unique in 
that Lord Shri Krishna resides within the scrip-
ture for the benefit of all devotees in this age of 
Kaliyuga.  The Lord himself is an infinite ocean 
residing within this Holy Scripture which is itself 
an ocean of love and devotion. This cruise katha 
was therefore extremely unique in that an ocean 
(Shri Krishna) present within an ocean (Shrimad 
Bhagvat) was present within an ocean (Pacific 
Ocean). For the first time, as per instructions from 
Pujya Bhaishree, the pothi (holy book of Shrimad 
Bhagvat) rested in a devotee’s room each night, 
instead of residing in a single location as per tra-
dition. Devotees would gather and sing bhajans to 
Shri Krishna in these different locations.

While the katha delved into some deep philos-
ophy ranging from “Who am I,” and the “creation 
of this universe,” and “how do we please our be-
loved Lord,” the devotees also were enveloped in 
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Shrimad Bhagvat Katha  on Royal Caribbean Cruise 
Brings 750 Participants to Experience the Divine


